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Y the Lord 
liament aſſembled, That the Thanks of this 
Honſe be, and they are hereby, given to the Lord 
Biſhop of: Saliſbury, for the Sermon by 
ed before this Houſe on Friday laſt, in the Abbey- 
Church, Meſminſſer; and he is hereby defired to 
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4 they cam to him, and awoke him, ſaying, Malern, x 
— maſter, we periſh : then be aroſe, and rebuked the i 


, and the raging 25 the water, and t 4x 


and there was u calm... „„ 164.77 eee | "0 


HE incident, to which my text relates, is 


recorded by three of the Evangeliſts, as a 
very remarkable inſtance of that power and - 8 
War with which our „„ . , © 
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and they Were . were in jeopard) 
and they came 70 him, pry pat! him, ſa ping, 7 im: of 
maſter, we-feri : chew be aroſe and rebuked the w 

and the ra aging of the water, and oy ceaſed, and there 
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Fan diſcip ks had n nodoubt been alreddywitneſſes to 
eee divine þ ower: if we 
go back to the former chap! pter, we are ere informed, 
that he had cured the Centurion's ſervant at ie 
by a bare word; and thaf he Rad raiſed the widow's ſon 
to life again: aud yet we cannot but obſerve from the 
paſage before us, that theſe ex a8 of Bie 
power had not been able fally to confirm their faith 
in him : for tho by this direct and earneſt 
tion under their diſtreſs, they plainly diſcover d, 1 
they put ſome truſt in his power; yet their manner 
of applying betray'd as plainly the weakneſs of it. 
There is a Thixture of fear and confuſion, as well ts of 
hope and troft, expreffed'i in the text; ſuch a Gifh- 
dence and a pprehenfian of danger, as can never be 
reconciled with a firm and ſteady refiance on the 
wer of our Lord. Indeed the truth of this obſer- 
vatien evidently appears f from the: it 
behaviour FR upon. 15 even from their mild and 
gracious maſter: Where i out faith? or, as St. Mar- | 
| thew has recorded it, 
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. Tuis nee therefore h re had a plain a and direct ten- 
- dency to ftreng gthen khat OT Whith was yet weak 
and tender; = to attach the diſciples more cloſely 
deo dhe intereſts of their maſter, . ing fuch an 
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diſturb'd 1 3. ey yet we fog reaſon i condos, 
ctcar this rough and boiſterous'one proved moſt to 
their advantage; and that, however it might for the 
preſent ruffle, and! even terrify them, it could not but 
tend greatly to thè future repoſe and calm of their 
minds. It was of the utmoſt conſequence, to the diſ- 
ciples, to have their faith in the power, as well as 
eſs of their maſter confirmed to them ih the 

fulleſt and cleareſt manher; bechuſe it was this firm 
perſuaſion, which was to prove one of their ſureſt and 
ſtrongeſt ſupports in che day of trial: and this end 
Was adminibly promoted by that gradual diſplay of our 
Lord's power and — to which the diſeiples were 
conſtant, and daily witneſſes: when they were after- 
wards brought before kings and princes for his name's 
ſake, theſe ſeveral in es would natu 15 recur to, 


And, as naturally; fury: wy Ow,” USB gi 11 
i gol * duo 
Ap ze we Apply the ” 0 W 1 have 
made upon this paſſage With reſpect to the diſciples, : 
_ to ourſelves, we ſhall be fill more ſenſible of its juſt- 
neſs and truth. Every diftreſs or calamity; in what- 
ever ſhape it aſſaults us, has its proper uſe; and may, 
in ſome reſpect or other, make us wile or better: 
we may trace ſome wiſe end in every evil which be- 
falls us, which is generally beſt underſtood! from. the 
nature of che evil irſelf, 118 eee impartial 
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| ew Seilen it may ſerve ch to humble A 
out pride, or improve Our patience ; it may tend to 
undeceive us, and to rectif/ our miſtaken notions; to 
cure us of that thoughtloſneſt, and -levity, anch diſſi- 
pation, which are arenen moral, well as fe. 


ligious conduct; and to expoſe that unreaſonable 


complacenoy and Cotifdesee in- things here, which 
we are all too apt er enter anner NENT 91303 201 'b5 


"SUD 87 Þ + ar UT oil: Stirb 26 n cit. 


a ell 


Hun if wedlbdilth ge on to apphy the fame obſer: 
vation to publick feldes and dangers, we ſhall find 
that ĩt will hold at leaſt equally true with reſpect to 


them: for as atiyiptivateUiſtreſs'or calamity may be | 


improved to the Advantage of that particular perſon 
who labours under i it; o likewiſe, by Parity of reaſon, 
when this diſtreſs or calamity becomes publick, che 5 
community in this caſe may Ip all that benefit and 

improvement whichp ain the former, Was confined to 660 
individuals; owittothis rhaterial difference, char nd . 
is ſomething in-thenatufe/of publickcealamities, and 1 

in the effect and inſſuence which they 3 
W of a more awful and awakening kind. 


-vfno} trod ea idiin>: ms 1 cio TAI 


I, then private evils and calamities carry with dan 

2 ppwieefub tkdmonitiow we y 10 6 inſpect our ke. 
andꝭ to coe Hat nar or og -publick:evils 
. upom us in weed. and 


5 2 alarming 1 


Fg 


5 4 manger, 0 Which are the 
peculiar infirmities and diſeaſes, which the pre 5 
fins and vices of the community, in order to pro- 

mote a publick-tcformation,. à national repentange, 
The more re diffuſbd and general the diſtreſ is, en 
compals does it take in Saane mankind; and in 


tis view, when any nation is funk in yice and wick- 


edneſs, there is no Leer Jo likely to rouae and re- 
claim them, as ſome publick judgment. Private diſ- 
treſs can operate but fle wly in a publick reformation: 
we mult be united in our danger, before we ſhall 
unite in the means of eſeaping it. That method 
therefore which moſt. eſſectually unites our danger, 
and the fears ariſing from it, will moſt eſſectually 
unite our endeavours to remove them: and if this 
end is beſt anſwered; by ſome publick judgment ur 
calamity, which threatens all Toth, the; fame; Pr of 
impartial ſeverity, we ſee the reaſonableneſs and wif - 
dom of this manger of applying to mankind, [confi- 
Zered as incorporated into ſocieties, or cunnected 
by che larger combinationof Ate: and kingdom, 
91 174 2 it AWE JIGH 8 10 tlic 
SEAT e 1 am elle has been ſome- 
times taken at our conſitlering, and treating the ca- 
; honey we at any time ſuffer under, as fume judge: 
5 it has been branded: not only as ſuperſtitions; 
5 e feof gr impiy, nn 
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ass e a5 it may at firſt, fight 
appear, id, I fear, intended ta throw an argument 
out of the queſtionꝭ which is-peculiacly e to 
awaken, and teſerm maskind. The chjection 
not from its being a bad, or weak: ER 

eds too. 


from its being too good à ene, becaule. it 
nnen ds ee 
eee £11 Sat 7 "11-7110 

Te che Jadgiponts or Shane which \ Gall upon 
individuals or cammuanities,. ariſe. in ch e natural or- 
der and courſe of ching, Who etabliſhed this. ori- 
ginal conſtitution? fa) I God has ordained, that a 
info! eee eee and 
| eee e en e e 
is plain and Wee if he would have the 

© -nary;cxertion of hig . any . 
ſtrument, than that of their on wers, And t 


\ fa) And yet, 1 think, there can be no reaſonable doubt, but that 


the operation of theſe general laws which were originally fixed in 
the natural World, ean de either accelerated, | or ſuſpended, 
ts full fem belt u the Le wien which Lu de 
© 15945. 151 # +3 ” 


6 | " . ? 


eee if "MEAD bis c . chaſtiſe them 
for their folly and diſobedience 5*1 ſee not 00 778 
. dow of an objection to this * | QUIET % 


Sri theſe: e may very ey and-reaſon- 
ably be cotifidersd anid treated by us as judgments, 
and marks of the divine diſpleaſure, both . i 
this ſentiment is natural to the mind of man, and 
becauſe; without ſuppoſing its truth and juſtneſs, It 
will, 1 apprehend, be impoſſible for us to conceive 
either the uſe, or wiſdom, or goodneſs of 'fuch 4 
conſtitution ; whereas in the preſent view, it ſerves 
to illuſtrate God's moral government in am admira- 
ble manner, by recemmencieg virtue and obedi⸗ 
ence in this plain and ealy;” and experimental me- 


thod of inſtruction. Indeed all our calamities ane 


misfortunes are brought on in a natural way; muſt 
they therefore be confidered'only as things of courſe, 
and not treated as Judge nenn or puiiſhments for 

our fins? Providence is concerned in the original, 


-wile appointment; but n 1s the author of His 
oon gle and e 10 N 2143 4841 et p 


432114 77 59 1 Sela £94 Cr 99 89808 #745 {77 17 1 Ay 3 8 4 
: (by If any man Would bnd Welk diſpoſed. to object, n 
: eſtan itſelf is oy he will do well to conſider the dal 
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Turs manner * reaſoning hu agreeable 10 
unprejudiced minds; but ie Scriptures, "where 
they have any weight, have ſettled this point, and 
here I ſhall leave it for the preſent ; : being unwill- 
ing to ſpend any more of the time, which i is allowed 
me, in diſputing with unreaſonable men, when T am 
ſenſible it may be ſo much more e wi PHE 
in OY ourſelyes 1 God. 


a „I nben nö thao: to . that besides this 
general good teridency in the diffculties and dan- 
gers, to which*individualsand communities are ex- 
poſed, they are |peculiarly-uleful 'in- convincing. us 
of our own weakneſs and inſufficieney, and con- 
ſequently, in imprinting on our minds a truth, 
which it concerns hah in I r 4 to 


er 1441 1 by 


: ” < - 
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* long as we can go on in our port mich 
caſe” and ſucceſs, and ſeem to ourſelves to be under 
no neceſſity of having recourſe to a ſuperior: Being, 
we are extremely prone to forget that there is one, 
and to pleaſe ourſelves with imagining, that we 
are ſufficient to our own ſafety e and happineſs. My 
| ou hath gotten me this, is too frequently the 

guage of: the ſons! of men, Wwhoſe reaſon and 


0- - 
. * $ — 
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Hourly -: W ; 11 at all un to; would 1 
e Ws; 5 e enable 


7 


Tt; Ane NOM to | better: Any Ran or tem- 


le events. 


ah, ak has that the diſciples faw the neceſſity 
there was of ſome abler and more ſkillful pilot; 


moſt * and —— in this dege- 


1 


, which can awaken them out if this falſe and 
weak focurity, muſt n one ee N 


Bur when we ths, Gln "9M "i FR 


i ind the iſſue appears to be extremely. doubtful z 


much more when the difficulties, we ſtruggle 
with, elude all our own art and ſtrength, and 
Gent to mock their united effort; it is then that 


we learn to ſuſpect ourſelues, and to reduce the 


miſtaken notions we have entertainctl of our own 
power and ſtrength, within juſt and ſober bounds. 
When there came down a ftorm of dund on the Jake, 
nd they were filled with water, and were in jeopar- 


it was then that they came to him, and awoke him, 


ing, Mafter, maſter, ue periſh; it was then that 
they were filled with a juſt and affecting ſenſe | 


of their own weakneſs, how inſufficient man is to 


his on ſafety and preſervation; | and that no time 


was to be dec Ha 9 _ 
a . 


ee PRES TORI 3 few! a Wü * 


enn 


5 


e e en it is 1155 eee 


fer us that our fears can bring us to him. 
They,” indeed, can, though” conſiderations of an . 
higher and more n nature, have loft their 3 
| op. 448 * N TE . 


eee it "Hi been lined with wine 
ſymptoms of real ' forrow” and humiliation theſe 
ſolemnities have been attended; and that we have 
demeaned ourſelyes with” degree of ſeriouſneſs 
and devotion, uncommon,” almoſt unknown of 
late, in theſe kingdoms. I am forry that 1 muſt 
add, that it has -likewiſe been obſerved, and II. 
mented by all true lovers of their country, how "1 
very ſdon theſe favourable! {ſymptoms have gone | ö 
6e. how ſuddenly we have mm— into our: former 1 
Ee, ern aufe n 1 


— 


m_ 


© You ſee (bows 1 ce it is * 0 Alan our 
fears, de wichen e Nl ſenſe of grati- 
tude. © Not only every real danger, but every ap- 
prarumte of it can do the former; whereas the lat- 
ter can remain cold and inſenfible to a multitude 
of undeſerved mercies. But it is. well for us, if 
by any means we are convinced, bur God * our 
2 2 6 is 0 truth of greater! in- 
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Portunes in the conduct of li, -none bother 1 
lated to prevent thoſe frequent miſcarriages, which 
are the natural effects of preſumption and conceit; 
none which can afford greater Ace to our W 


or ſecurity to our ſteps. 


As this leſſon is 1 7 and important, fo is it 
alſo obvious, and it ſeems almoſt im poſſible / to 
miſtake it: this is the uſe which every man's reaſon 
will direct him to make of the evils. and dangers, 
which perpetually ſurround: us, and which we can 
neither prevent by our. foreehght, nor conquer 
by our own art or ſtrengths} indeed there is no 
other rational way of proceeding, but, when we 
ſee and feel our own weaknels, to look out for that 
ſtrength and ſufficiency * we n e 
is not in ourſelves. 

Fon what elle; is to be 3 Shall we take? up 
the vain and fooliſh project of him, who, in a 
ſtorm, endeavoured. to fetter the ſea, and to fix 
his chains upon the waves P as if it had, been for 


him to fay, Hitherto ſhalt thou cume, and 10 far 
tber, and jm ſhall thy proud waves be Hay 4 and 
yet they are guilty. of the ſame phrenzy, and. diſ- 
pute the point with as little proſpect of ſucceſs, 
who FP and form ſchemes for, eee without 


2 any 


* 
1 


1 13 iy . 
any attention or hit to the . provi- 
dence of God, The proud king of Aria - 2%. 
himſelf, ' no doubt extremely | ſecure of "ſucceſs, - 

when he ſent this mad to Hezeliab, Let not hh + 
God, in whom thou e, decerve hops and yet 
under that very N Which he e with 
fo much contempt, % virgin, the daughter "of Sion, 

could defpi 1% him, am laugh e [corn *" the dau E 

deer f ello , e head at bim. 
God, in whom Hezekiab ed, could put a 1 205 

in bis nfo and a a zn tus tips; and turn him 
back by the way, by iin le came: in which words 
the prophet has exprefied; in a very - fignificant as 
well as elegant manner, how addy this haughty 
king was under the power and ee ot: ws 
Being whom « Oy had ae to e 


4 
1 
s Y 2 
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n RE are no Gate of: ee a more awful 
"od intereſting, chan thoſe which repreſent the fu- 
preme Being, as putting down the migbiy from: their 
feat, and ſcattering: tb proud in the: Imagination of 
their hearts: and there are no paſſages,” either in 
ſacred or profane hiſtory, more apt tõ engage and 
warm the mind of the reader, than thoſe where 

the enemies to the liherties and peace, and et. 
neſs of mankind, are Kos + and arreſted in their 


ee courſes. A | ſuſſ ſpenſe, and. even : 


the method of Providence, wee nat 


niſhment and fall of theſe; enemies af mankind 


general ſcheme of providence would permit, all acts of he ny and. 


Plague, 
which he exerciſes over mankind. Theſe are ordained; not; ſurely, from 


mel ts 85 77 mand feels uncom- 
n. ſenſations. of ihe ghet and. malt refned 
e We cannot but have. diſcovered. in our; 
ſelves a peculiar | impatience in waiting for. theſe 
events; and when, any. — ſugceſſes fall 
gut on the ſide of oppreffientmbich is ſometimes 
only a ſecre r 
diſappointment, but, as it were, indignat ion at theſe | 
delays ; not perhaps. conſidering that: OG ſuccelilcs _ 
and, delays. have à plain tendency. ic male che pu- 


more exemplary and ſignal: it is not for. their lake. 
that this method is purſued but in order to make 
their deſtruction more grievous and mortifying to 
ae waking. e dhe 
world (c. a 4 12 bur 


3 r * 4 e 


(e) It ſeems not unreaſonable to conchds, Me, cif the ; great and 


een would receive, a. ſignal punifhment in this, life: But che 
ame all-wiſe being wy Sf = it to be ſo now, now, permits likewiſe 
peſtilence and famine, to be a/ part of that wiſe diſtipline; 


any delight in the deſolation which they ſpread, but from the expe- | 
. and mg ne er W mer and awakening inſtruction. 
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ILG eaſt 1 ann 4 into theſe 
N by the ſumiſienge which. I had obſerved be⸗ 
tween 1157 haughtineſs and felf-fu y of the 


king of Aſſyria, and that of a neighbouring "prince, 


who affects like wie i be called The Gren King, 
who has deſtined us, as Semmacherrh did Jeruſalem, 
to deſtruction ; | who'feemis to conſider it | as a dimi - 
n, ry and ha that we are 
will ſoon knowl that the ach od who delivered 
e of: the hands of the king pri 
bo ey ee fave. | 

i ene wh WED 

Bur e it Walt always remember d, that, 
as KP evils or dangers: baten either indi- 
viduals or communities ate for wiſe ends, 
it is reaſonable; to. contlude,: [that theſe euils and 
dangers muſt fait anſwer. 21 bring abut the 

oper ends before we cam; expect, indeed before we 
en conſiſtently with our real mov 
of chem. Auld therefore the trueſt, and indeed the 
ſhorteſt: way to ] then is, fir 
en and then o eee ear 
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1 bn W the ſureſt bel to remove 
them is to bear our part, in roportion as we are 
enabled by our ſtation and influence, in conducting 

this publick reformation to an Happy iſſue: to de- 


fire a removal of theſe evils and calamities, before 


. this falutary | end is an{wered, is, in truth, to re- 


queſt of infinite wiſdom,” that it would denn its 


on wiſe purpoſes at our unreaſonable and blind 
importunity: Our petitions, with regard to all theſe 
. * things, ſhould be ſubmitted/to that unerring wil- 
dom which ordains them; and dt firſt and chief 


care ſhould be, to render ourſelves. * nes of the 
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ibu was a time 1 the prayers of Clri pe 
were thought formidable by their enemies; but it 
was when they lived like Chriftians ;- and when. we 


_ tft up the ſame pure hands and hearts, our Gad will 


ariſe; then our enemies will be __— and ae 5 
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5 £: ch your enemies, 1 5 15 vou 48 iis A 
' conſtant ſenſe of your duty, and than you. /et God 


always before Jou; for thy Fs hour wiſdom in tbe 


fight of the nations. There is no nation upon earth, 


where there are any ſeeds of virtue and religion left, 
. God's 1 Band, and | 
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ar, The greatlaw-giveraf the Year lay 

jinſfiſted here upon an argument, which has not been 8 
ſo much ee tas: it; deſerves, che credit; and 

of a religious pre ice.” ' The Jentiment 1 9 
eee 4 juſt ane ; and it eee 1 

of cuſtom or faſbion, however. prevailing; to : 

a character upon ies that" ll always be as con. 
tradictory to our utiprejudiced ale as it will de 
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- tw becomes thaekbre'to retrieve the all Reps Wo 
which 4 we have taken, to ſetup new ſtandards of „„ 
| liteneſs in eie ches of luxury, 'ttiflins and profane 1. 

ind to/remEmber, that all notions of honour, = 
which are builtupon the ruins of virtic andretioins. 
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ion; not only 0 Mal id 
des. And this is not only to be 


{peri wy | Ry bas from the 


nature and reaſon 


ge) religion and virtue from among 
nz; De whoſe pleaſuxe it is, to corrupt 
= dhe morals of the nation; + and who, by a natural 
1 . and neeeſſary conſequence, - eee and weaken 
. All irreligious perſong ate enemies to their 
* 8 as ah are perpetuallyinvoly bs in guilt, 
3 wee ar > perpetually robbing it of that protec. 
5 ; tion under which 10m it ean be ſafe, proſper. $5 Wh 
RE 1 ſaid a Pagan n orator: , that 4 who adul- 
© terate the - current, coin ſhould be iſhed with 
cath;/ whi nh who injure you ze d much a 
i ty, by corrupting auch debaſing 
ie Nang Are ten to with at- 
ad- regard. - 'T his was t great; and 
dangerous an inconſiſtency to elg pe th 
cenfure of one, who could not hut ge, that it 
would be the ſureſt method of deſtroying the inde- 
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but which "I 8 ation; 
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feminate voluptuous turn ie mind ; 8 5 To 
Iy correct ans ee 
And when we have! 
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low, rich an "pe 


_ humiliation and real a b to apy 5k 
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